
  .FILMS FOR ACTION. 

This event marks the beginning of the Films For Action project, a series of film showings aimed to raise awareness and foster participation on a variety of issues. Using these films as a springboard to create a shared, common understanding among the Lawrence community, we will be able to address the larger themes spoken of in the films, and then with our cities allied momentum, create positive change at the local level.
As members of the Lawrence community, we are strongly committed to making this city the best it can be. As the city grows and changes, many important decisions will need to be made about the fundamental character and direction this city will take. It is our goal to see our city, as individual members and as a whole, make these decisions together. 

Wal-Mart raises several important questions that affect us right now. Do we want super low prices at the expense of nearly every effected link in the economic chain – from the non-livable wages of checkout clerks to the exploitation of cheap labor from China, to the degradation of local business, the environment, and diversity? Or do we want locally sourced products sold at prices that support living wages and the local economy? Do we want the growing areas of our town to be a place of big boxes and urban sprawl - with homogenous, low density residential areas and cookie-cutter franchise’s sending profits back to corporate HQ? Or do we want mixed-use, community centered development, and alternative transportation to be encouraged? Is it right for corporations to be deemed “legal persons” and have the same human rights that individual citizens share? These are just a few of the important decisions that we believe all of us should learn about and participate in.

For more information on the Wal-Mart issue, the following sites are an excellent start:

www.walmartmovie.com • www.wakeupwalmart.com • www.walmartwatch.com
What can we do now?

At every level, from individual, local, to national, there are ways we can begin to reassert democracy in our communities.

Individual:

• Don’t support Wal-Mart or any of the ‘big box’ retailers in favor of local, small businesses with ethical integrity. 

* Research the issue further through your own efforts and get as educated on these subjects as possible, encouraging your family, friends, children and neighbors to do the same.
Local:

• Join the Films For Action mailing list so everyone can stay informed on important town meetings, decision dates and goal milestones. By maintaining our “strength in numbers” after the film, we can tackle the larger hurdles in the coming months.

• Write letters to our city commissioners supporting their efforts to keep a second Wal-Mart out of Lawrence.

National:

• Become a Citizen Co-Sponsor of “Fair Share for Health Care” Reform in Kansas. www.wakeupwalmart.com/feature/health-legislative.html
This is the first step of many my friends, we look forward to the times ahead. Films For Action
