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You’ve seen the film. Now lets take Action.                                    

Peak-Oil may very well signal an end to the American Dream as it has currently come to be found in the suburban outskirts of our cities, but we don’t see this as a bad news story. We see it as an opportunity to dream new dreams, to envision something even better.

While the reality of heading into an increasingly energy constrained future presents unprecedented challenges, and a huge problem if unprepared for, it also reveals unique opportunities to create solutions that could offer a much better quality of life for both us and the planet. As representative Roscoe Bartlett (R, MD) said, “There is no exhilaration like meeting and overcoming a big problem... and I think that Americans could be exhilarated by the challenge.”
Cities and local communities stand at the forefront of this growing movement, providing the leadership and positive example for other communities around the country to build off of and learn from. Working together, citizens and city officials are taking the initiative, working on creative solutions to our energy problem in ways that succeed in balancing environmental, economic, and social-welfare concerns.

Here are a few things you can do to work towards a more sustainable, fossil fuel independent Lawrence:

>> Get involved with the Lawrence Sustainability Network

As the effects of peak-oil begin to reverse globalization through rising energy costs, the need for strengthening local economies and building greater self-reliance within our communities will become ever more important. LSN has formed as an umbrella network for helping individuals and communities in Lawrence prepare for this transition into a post-oil age in positive ways.  Through information sharing, networking, skill building, mutual support, and hands-on activities, they’re working to build the framework for a more sustainable Lawrence. After only a year the small group has grown to include over a hundred members. Several autonomous interest groups have formed to focus on specific areas of concern, including organic gardening, alternative energy resources, education outreach, personal conservation, and more. 

*Go to www.LawrenceSustainability.net to get involved, join the discussion list-serve, and stay informed on local sustainability related events, workshops, potlucks, and film screenings.
>> Support the Lawrence Peak-Oil Resolution

To help our city address the issue at the municipal level, Films for Action has drafted a Peak-Oil Resolution, which was tailored from several existing resolutions that have been passed from around the U.S., including ones from Portland and San Francisco. The resolution would establish a Peak-Oil Task Force to study ways that Lawrence can become more sustainable and reduce its dependence on fossil fuels. It would consist of up to 11 members of the community representing a broad range of community and business interests. A year after creation, the task force would then provide it's recommendations to the City council for adoption. To read the current draft, go to www.filmsforaction.org/resolution.html. You can support the resolution by signing our petition, and signing up for our email list to participate in later stages of it’s passage.

Passing this Resolution will mark a significant first step towards getting our city to become a leader in sustainable development. It will be great to count ourselves among the 5 other U.S. cities that have taken a proactive and official, citywide stand on the issue. 

*Go to www.filmsforaction.org to learn more.
>> Attend our next Film Screening, featuring 

“The Future of Food” Monday June 4th 2007

The Future of Food offers an in-depth investigation into the disturbing truth behind the unlabeled, patented, genetically engineered foods that have quietly filled U.S. grocery store shelves for the past decade.

Shot on location in the U.S., Canada and Mexico, the film examines the complex web of market and political forces that are changing what we eat as huge multinational corporations seek to control the world's food system. The film also explores alternatives to large-scale industrial agriculture, highlighting organic and sustainable agriculture as real solutions to the farm crisis today. Go to www.FutureOfFood.com and www.FilmsForAction.org for more information.
>> Stay Informed and Raise Awareness

One of the most important things you can do is to stay informed on this issue through independent, alternative news sources, and share your awareness of peak-oil with others. Here are several online resources we’ve found to be of great value:

Information on Peak-Oil and Sustainable Solutions:

LawrenceSustainability.net | Relocalize.net | EnergyBulletin.net  | PlanetDrum.org  | EcocityBuilders.org | TheOilDrum.com  | GlobalPublicMedia.com   | RedefiningProgress.org | EnergyPreparedness.net | Awok.org | FilmsforAction.org

Independent News Sources:

GNN.tv  |  IndyMedia.us  |  CommonDreams.org  |  MediaChannel.org  |  ZMag.org

Alternet.org  | InformationClearingHouse.info  |  TruthOut.org  | NewsDesk.org   | IndependentNewsIndex.com 

>> Sign up for our Newsletter

To stay informed on important updates, future film screenings, and related community actions, just send a message to filmsforaction@gmail.com with the subject line "subscribe". We appreciate your support. 
>> About Films for Action

Films for Action is a non-profit educational project that uses the power of film to raise awareness on important social, environmental, and media related issues. Through public screenings, the internet, and public access TV, we're working to create alternative information channels that will reduce the Lawrence community's dependence on corporate media, providing more relevant and effective ways to stay informed and get more involved with the issues that matter.

Thanks for your support. – The Films for Action team

 www.filmsforaction.org
