Draft Resolution to charge the Lawrence Sustainability Advisory Board with the task of assessing Lawrence’s exposure to diminishing supplies of oil and natural gas and make recommendations to address vulnerabilities

WHEREAS, global reserves of oil and natural gas are finite and sufficient substitutes are unlikely to be available in the immediate future; and 

WHEREAS, the availability of affordable petroleum is critical to the functioning of our transportation system, the production of our food and of petrochemical-based consumer goods, the paving of roads, the lubrication of all machinery, and myriad other parts of the economy; and

WHEREAS, U.S. oil and natural gas production have peaked and are now in decline, ensuring our nation’s continued and growing dependence on oil and natural gas imported from politically unstable regions; and 

WHEREAS, a growing body of energy industry experts believe that the world has already arrived at, or will soon arrive at, the peak of global oil production, which will be followed by an inevitable decline in available supply thereafter; and

WHEREAS, global demand for oil and natural gas continue to increase; and

WHEREAS, following the global oil production peak, the interaction of decreasing supply and increased demand will cause the price of oil and natural gas to become more volatile; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Energy-sponsored study[i] on mitigation of Peak Oil demonstrated that a twenty-year lead time is required for effective mitigation; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lawrence and its citizens and businesses are extremely dependent on oil and natural gas for their economic welfare and their most critical activities, including electricity, transportation and food supply; and

WHEREAS, a large majority of money spent on fossil fuels leaves Kansas and provides no local economic benefit, while many of the solutions to lessening dependence on fossil fuels result in local jobs and substantial economic benefits; and
WHEREAS, Lawrence residents and businesses are not currently aware of the full implications of an impending decline and will greatly benefit from an objective source of information on this topic; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lawrence has adopted the U.S. Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, the success of which depends upon reducing carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases created by human use of oil and natural gas; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lawrence has a national reputation for planning and actions aimed at maintaining the City’s social values, equity, and quality of life and can take a leadership role in what may become one of the greatest political, economic and societal issues of the next half-century,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sustainability Advisory Board will study Lawrence’s exposure to diminishing supplies of oil and natural gas and make recommendations to address vulnerabilities. It will coordinate with the Office of Planning and other applicable departments. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sustainability Advisory Board’s charge is:

a. To acquire and study current and credible data and information on the issues of peak oil and natural gas production and the related economic and other societal consequences;

b. To seek community and business input on the impacts and proposed solutions;

c. To develop recommendations to City Council within six months of the first meeting on strategies the City and its departments can take to mitigate the impacts of declining energy supplies in areas including, but not limited to: transportation, business and home energy use, water, food security, health care, communications, land use planning, and wastewater treatment. 

d. To propose methods of educating the public about this issue in order to create positive behavior change among businesses and residents that reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

e. 
If indicated by the information studies, and deemed appropriate by the Sustainability Advisory Board, to develop an emergency plan to provide for the basic life sustaining needs of the citizens of Lawrence in the event of a sudden and dramatic increase in the price of oil or a sudden reduction of supply, with particular emphasis on economically disadvantaged segments of the population most at risk in such situations;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that since the implications of declining energy resources are also a regional concern, the Sustainability Advisory Board will consider the input of regional and state planners on this issue and cooperate with any similar task forces created at the county, regional and state levels. In addition the Sustainability Advisory Board will cooperate with other groups charged with developing policy on related issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that city departments will cooperate with Sustainability Advisory Board as it seeks information needed to complete its charge.

----------

[i] Robert L. Hirsch, R. Bezdek, R. Wendling, Peaking Of World Oil

Production: Impacts, Mitigation, & Risk Management, February 2005,

online at

www.mnforsustain.org/oil_peaking_of_world_oil_production_study_hirsch.htm

ADOPTED by the Governing Body of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, this  ______ day of ________________, 2007.

                                                                                      ____________________________________

Sue Hack, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Frank Reeb, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY

Prepared by:

Tim Hjersted

785-218-4154

timhjersted@gmail.com
